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Romans 12: 7-9 (If ..(our gift).. is to serve, we should serve; if it is to teach, we should teach; if it 

is to encourage others, we should do so. Whoever shares with others should do it generously; 

whoever has authority should work hard; whoever shows kindness to others should do it 

cheerfully. Love must be completely sincere. 

Luke 6:38 Give to others, and God will give to you. Indeed you will receive a full measure, a 

generous helping, poured into your hands – all that you can hold. The measure you use for 

others is the one that God will use for you. 

We are called to serve others, bearing with each other and forgiving one another (Colossians 3), 

being generous with our time and showing kindness. With life so tough at the moment it is easy to 

forget God’s promises – that we will get a “full measure” back for our generosity, maybe in a 

different way – like new friends, contentment, a sense of purpose and fulfilment and other 

unexpected blessings. Our challenge at this difficult time is to keep ourselves focused on serving 

God and others and things will happen. 
 

 

 

Vicar Recruitment Update 

Interview days Wednesday, March 10th and Thursday, March 11th (Zoom)  

 
The advertisement was placed in the Church Times, on the 

“Pathways” website and the Oxford Diocese website, on 

Friday, 20th January and prospective candidates are 

responding. We understand that more than one candidate is 

already discussing the application with the Archdeacon. 

 

An enormous amount of energy has been expended in 

preparing the documents needed to recruit a new vicar. 

Particular thanks to John Sturgeon, Carolyn Carter, Ruth Norris 

and Jackie Wiggins. With support from the rest of the PCC, this 

team has completed a Parish Profile, which has a foreword by 

Archdeacon Stephen Pullin, a Role Description and a Person 

specification. 

All these documents are available to view and download using 

this link. 

https://allsaintschurchdedworth.com/about-all-

saints/recruit/ 

 

You are strongly recommended to view them. 

 
 

5th February 2021 

https://allsaintschurchdedworth.com/about-all-saints/recruit/
https://allsaintschurchdedworth.com/about-all-saints/recruit/
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 PCC Sectioned! 
In preparation for the recruitment process, the PCC held two official meetings in January. These 

were the Section 11 and Section 12 meetings. The section 11 meeting was to ratify our choice of 

parish representatives in the shortlisting and interviewing process. John Sturgeon and Paul 

Watkins have agreed to do this and they will also finalise our recruitment 

documents. The PCC met before the Section 11 meeting to discuss the choice and 

are grateful to Rhodri Bowen, Parish Development Advisor, for his guidance.  

 

 

The Section 12 meeting was for the Archdeacon to endorse the recruitment documents and 

discuss interview strategy. We considered alternative structures and timetables for the interview 

days and how best to approach interviewing by Zoom in the current climate of lockdown and the 

possibilities for face-to-face interaction.  

 
 

 
 

Recruitment Timetable. 
Stephen Pullin and Ainsley Swift will join John Sturgeon and Paul Watkins on our shortlisting and 

interview panel. Please pray earnestly and hard for each of them and for the candidates for God’s 

decisions to be made. 

The key dates are: 

Monday,15th February. Closing date for applications 

Thursday, 18th February. Shortlisting   

Wednesday, 10th March. Meet us online (Zoom) 

Thursday,11th March. Interview Day 
 

Wednesday, 10th March (Zoom): This will be an opportunity for the shortlisted candidates to meet some of 

the teams and major groups active in the life of our church. Please try to attend if you are requested, as we 

need to make sure our candidates really understand us as a church and as people, for them to be sure God 

is calling them to the right church. Details are yet to be finalised.[jw1] 

 

Thursday 11th March (Zoom): The formal interview day.  The shortlisted candidates will deliver a 5-minute 

homily on a bible passage, yet to be chosen. They will also present a 10-minute talk on a subject of 

importance to us as a church.  Members of the congregation will be invited to attend this session by Zoom.  

Rhodri Bowen 

 

 

PCC members with Stephen Pullen, Archdeacon; Ainsley Swift, Area Dean and Jim Tucker, Lay Chair at the Section12 Meeting. 
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Please try to attend if at all possible. Ask friends or relatives to help you if you do not normally use Zoom. 

This is a vital, long-term decision for us as a church and for God to ensure the right match. There will 

probably also be an opportunity for discussion with PCC during the day. Full details are not yet finalised, but  

 there will be a rotation of events for each candidate, so there will be several times during the day when 

you might need to be available. 

 

Web Site Update  

In preparation for our potential vicars viewing the church web site, John Sturgeon, with input from 

Andrew Giles, has updated some areas of the website.  

• Who’s Who https://allsaintschurchdedworth.com/about-all-saints/whos-who/ 

• Mission Page regarding our work with charities 

https://allsaintschurchdedworth.com/church-life/mission/ 

 

 

Sunday Services 
For the past 6 weeks, 27/12/20 – 31/1/2021, while the church has remained closed, Carolyn Carter has 

been co-ordinating and leading Sunday services by Zoom. These have been intimate, enjoyable and thought 

provoking. We have thoroughly enjoyed being together before, during and after the services; listening to 

some great talks; responding to the thoughtful prayers and singing some inspiring songs.  

(Loudly, with the mute button on!). We thank her for devoting her time to these sessions and sharing her 

talents. 

 

Hello! from those of us who attended Carolyn’s Zoom service on Sunday 31st January 

 
 

If you are having problems with Zoom let one of us know and we will help. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://allsaintschurchdedworth.com/about-all-saints/whos-who/
https://allsaintschurchdedworth.com/church-life/mission/
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Sunday Services in February and March 

 
7th February: A YouTube service 
14thFebruary: A YouTube service to celebrate Valentine’s Day. 

Click on the link below nearer the time. All Saints' Church Dedworth Live - YouTube 

21st February: Zoom Service 

28th February: Zoom Service 

 

7th   March: Zoom Service. 

14th March: Zoom Service Mothering Sunday  

21st March: YouTube Service 

28th March: Zoom Service  

 

This timetable will enable John Sturgeon to focus on his task of recruiting our new vicar. 
All services begin at 10-45am.  

The Zoom Link for Services and Tea and Coffee after the YouTube services are the same each 

week. Click this link.  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86583596990?pwd=VU1ha2YwWlJFOGJpeHBteldvVFN0dz09 

or use these details.  

Meeting ID: 865 8359 6990 

Passcode: 482876 

 

 

 

 
For the last 6 weeks, we have encouraged the person giving the homily at the Sunday Service 

to publish their message so that we can return to it, take time to read and allow God’s 

message to minister to us. If you have missed a service, you can catch up. There have been 

some very thoughtful talks. Click on the link below: 
Read our latest Thought for the Week - All Saints Church Dedworth 

Carolyn Carter’s message to us on 31/1/2021 is printed on the back page of this newsletter. 

 

Sunday School 
Sunday School to Meet on Sunday 7th February 10:45am by Zoom. 

We will be holding a fun ‘Zoom’ Sunday School 7–10-year-olds this coming 

Sunday, 7th Feb at 10:45. We will be thinking about love. If you are joining 

us, we will deliver a bag of surprises to you before the day. Please let 

Michelle know by Saturday, 6th February if you intend to join the Zoom. Her 

number is 07834 377312. Thank you! Looking forward to the fun! 
 

 

Gatherings for Youth 11+ years of age 

We continue to meet by Zoom every Sunday, starting at 6:30pm. It is 

great that this is continuing! Contact Michelle for Zoom details. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/c/allsaintschurchdedworthlive
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/86583596990?pwd=VU1ha2YwWlJFOGJpeHBteldvVFN0dz09
https://allsaintschurchdedworth.com/read-our-latest-thought-for-the-week/
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Bible Study 
7:30pm - 8:30pm on Tuesday, 9th February by Zoom.  
Fruits of the Spirit: Peace 
We are continuing our study of Fruits of the Spirit with lively 

discussion and fresh insights. Last time we looked at Joy and 

considered the poignant and inspiring story of Ruth – seeing joy 

and love spring up in unexpected circumstances. 

Led by Andrew Giles, we plan a look at Peace this week and 

how we can have peace in challenging times, when so many of 

us are facing huge difficulties in our lives. 

 

 

To join this Zoom meeting, click this link. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83108655692?pwd=QVZGZWM1ZkJQRW1TNmViZkNVYUh3QT09 

 or enter these details: 

Meeting ID: 831 0865 5692                                      Passcode: 718871 

 

 

Zoom Chat Coffee Morning 10.30am on Mondays. 
Ruth Norris continues to lead her Zoom chat coffee mornings with several 

people “dropping in” and enjoying conversation. To join this Zoom meeting, 

click this 

link.https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88523434819?pwd=WEdabks1VFRlb2RQWmdaMGdNejAzZz09 

or enter these details. 

Meeting ID: 885 2343 4819                                  Passcode: 527946 

Private Prayer 

The church is open for private prayer every weekday from 10:00am – 

11:00am. Sue Morgan is on hand to supervise arrangements for Covid 

precautions and safety. She is available in case of need. To protect each 

other, please enter through the main front doors where hand sanitizer will 

be placed and use the socially distanced seating in front of the main altar. 

Climate Justice Petition 

As you know, this summer the UK is hosting the G7 Meeting in June and in November we will host 
the crucial UN climate talks in Glasgow – COP26. This meeting must put us back on track to meet 
the commitments made in Paris 5 years ago. Various things have happened that have caused us, 
as a world, to veer away, not least the pandemic. Our world has changed because of it and given 
us an opportunity to invest in a green and just recovery that leaves no one behind. 

Please sign this petition now to make sure that the Prime Minister knows that this year, every 
moment matters and every action counts. Climate Justice Petition 2021 - Christian Aid 
  

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83108655692?pwd=QVZGZWM1ZkJQRW1TNmViZkNVYUh3QT09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88523434819?pwd=WEdabks1VFRlb2RQWmdaMGdNejAzZz09
https://www.christianaid.org.uk/get-involved/campaigns/climate-justice-2021?utm_source=christianaid&utm_medium=email&utm_content=btn-body-Petition&utm_campaign=20210127-CA-CAM-Petition&_cldee=cnV0aF9ub3JyaXNAeWFob28uY29t&recipientid=contact-be8c4f201c924cd694b35efc8c1e8601-944910a9845649bf9f37cfdae98505de&esid=619611b9-c360-eb11-a812-0022481a6ae6
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Burglaries and Buildings – Excellent News! 

 
We are delighted to announce that the Ecclesiastical Insurance 

Company have paid in full our claim of £3,900 for the burglaries 

(and this excludes the excess of £250 per burglary)!!  Although 

there will be some items we will need to replace, this lump sum is 

much needed as it comes at a time with our finances are very hard 

pressed. 

Malcolm Lock, our Insurance Convener worked with John 

Sturgeon, Mike Smith and other members of the PCC to prepare a 

comprehensively researched claim over several months. The 

burglaries were very tough to bear at the time, but have brought 

us many blessings. There was an immediate and impressive response from church members.   

Adam Parsonage worked hard for minimal charge, to make the building secure. Mike Smith, with 

his willing team, is putting in place painstaking plans for increased security with his CCTV kits. And 

we must not forget the huge efforts made by Sue Morgan and Ken Kilner to cope with the 

burglaries and implement new measures. 

The support and anger of the community and church members was truly heartening.  Christmas 

treats and vouchers stolen from the Hub were almost instantly replenished with interest, as were 

the funds raised by Steve Di Laudo after the first burglary. This response was amazing. Thank you 

everyone for turning a potential disaster into a witness to God! 

 

Guttering 

Our “Chief Trade Negotiator”, Ken Kilner (ably assisted by Sue Morgan), has managed to get the 

guttering over the Porch fixed with the drip trays, for a very competitive price. He wrote a polite, 

but pointed email about previous shortcomings to the firm, which resulted in them dropping an 

invoice for earlier work. More money saved and a nice dry building.  

Thanks Ken and Sue! 

 

New Zone Structure 
The new Zones have been in operation for two months and your Zone 

Leaders should be calling you shortly to check you are OK as we grapple 

with the winter months. If you do not receive a call, please contact Sue 

Morgan on 07752 479624 or sue@fountainschoolofmusic.co.uk 

 

 

All Saints’ Dedworth is helping our local Covid Vaccination Centre 
In response to an urgent request just before Christmas, Sue Morgan and Ken Kilner, our Church 
Wardens, agreed to release some of our chairs to help with the organisation of arrangements for a 
vaccination centre at Windsor racecourse. Some 40 of our chairs are on loan to the authorities 
until the end of March. Ken has marked them all with “All Saints Dedworth” in indelible ink 
underneath! They are being held on standby in case more chairs are needed as the vaccination 
programme escalates. 
We are very pleased to be able to make this small contribution to support a highly effective and 
efficient operation. 
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A Star for the Church 

We have been asked for more information about the wonderful star sculptured 

by Gill Ledsham (our own star!) that has been hanging from the church tower 

over the festive period.  

Gill Ledsham writes:   
“During discussions with Sue Morgan about putting a symbol of Christmas 
outside the church, I offered to make a star to hang from the tower. Christmas 
stars normally have 5 or 6 points, but stars do not have points like that - they are 
blobs of material reflecting the lights of the universe. Thousands of people must 
have seen the star that hailed the birth of Jesus, but only the Wise Men 
understood its message. Just I was thinking about all this, the closest pictures of 

the sun ever taken were published in the 
newspapers. The surface was covered with swirls of flames and smoke and fumes. There was my answer - 
for the holy star to shine with such exceptional light, it must have had tremendous vibration of light, and 
vibration of light comes from movement causing the light to be reflected from moving uneven surfaces. So, I 
set out to make an image which would achieve such light using shapes which made a pattern within a circle, 
not too random nor too rigid...” 
This quote reflects Gill’s faith as well as her creative skills. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
Statistical Return Highlights 

  
Do you believe statistics? We have just submitted our annual return on 
church attendance. We may be in a global pandemic, but the diocese still 
wants to see the usual flow of statistic, even though they had to adapt the 
questionnaire a bit this year!) We have, of course, delivered ahead of 
schedule as usual …. 

 
Here are some of the highlights. Facing the double whammy of the pandemic and another 
interregnum in March, our church has done remarkably well. 

• Sunday worship showed an increase last year in October when online attendance is 
included. This year there was an average of 143 people – 93 online and 50 in person.  
Numbers for 2019 overall were larger because of the significant attendance of Wednesday 
services. 

• It is difficult to estimate congregation size, but we assume around 230; a little lower than a 
year ago mainly due to more members sadly dying or moving away than new people 
joining us in person. We know several have joined us online, but it is difficult to be sure 
how many. 

• There have been fewer funerals; 7 rather than 11 the previous year.  and 

• There were very few baptisms. 

• We held a Fresh Expressions “messy church” service for families in October which had not 
been organised in that format before. 
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Finances and Fundraising 

  Online shopping with Easyfundraising 

 All Saints have recently registered with ‘easyfundraising’.  This means you can help us raise money 
– at no extra cost to yourself!   You can turn your everyday online shopping into donations for All 
Saints Dedworth.   
 
Over 4,000 shops and sites will donate to us, including all the big names like eBay, John Lewis & 
Partners, Argos, ASOS, Amazon, Expedia, M&S, Just Eat, Uswitch plus Insurance, Travel, and much 
more!  This means you can raise FREE donations for us no matter what you buy. 
 
All you need to do is sign up and remember to use ‘easyfundraising’ whenever you shop online.  
Please install the pop-up Donation Reminder which helps you discover where donations are 
available by alerting you whenever you visit an online retailer that donates. When an alert 
appears, you can activate the donation in one click without having to leave the site you are on.  It 
also highlights shops and sites where donations are available in search engine results.  
 
Giving has never been easier! Donations range from 0.5% to 5% or more in the right conditions – 
all made by the retailer, nothing from you.   (Note - no donations are made on Sainsbury/Tesco for 
grocery shopping.) 

 These small donations really mount up when a lot of people use ‘easyfundraising’.  So please sign 
up to support us and it only takes two minutes to get started. 
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/dedworthallsaints/ 
All this information and more including links to the Easyfundraising website can also be found on our 

church website: https://allsaintschurchdedworth.com/easyfundraising/   Thank you! 

 

Collection Time  

Thank you to all those who have donated to the church in recent weeks.  It helps us to do all the amazing 

things we are doing currently.   THANK YOU.  To donate to the church please use one of the methods 

below. 

1. Our preferred method for one off donation is via our JustGiving page.  

Visit   https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/allsaintsdedworth 

2. Or you can make a transfer from your bank account.    

Our Bank Details are: Metro Bank.  

A/c name = All Saints Dedworth   Sort code = 23-05-80   Account number = 34016674 

3. Regular Giving is best through the Parish Giving Scheme.  Details are on the church website. 

https://allsaintschurchdedworth.com/about-all-saints/parish-giving-scheme/ 

Peter Norris (outgoing) Phone 01753-869787and Paul Watkins (incoming) Treasurers All Saints,  

https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/dedworthallsaints/
https://allsaintschurchdedworth.com/easyfundraising/
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/allsaintsdedworth
https://allsaintschurchdedworth.com/about-all-saints/parish-giving-scheme/
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The West Windsor Hub 
New Initiative with Snack Packs 
We have been awarded a winter support grant from 
the RBWM for £5000. This needs to be spent by the 
end of March, with 80% of the funds allocated to help 
families struggling financially, with their food and fuel 
bills during the months of Winter. We can also make 
referrals to Baby Bank for warm coats, boots, hats and 
gloves etc. 
 
In addition, we are offering ‘snack packs’ to children 
entitled to free school meals. Local schools are 
working with us to ensure those most in need are 
helped. These children are usually either receiving a 
food parcel or a voucher for food from the schools and 
the ‘snack pack’ boosts this with fruit, vegetables, oat 
bars and crisps etc.   
 
We have also given out 102 “cooking activity packs” 
with all the ingredients and instructions for families to 
have a bit of fun, as well as a tasty treat, e.g., making 

chocolate chip cookies, scones, carrot cakes. Another initiative planned to help families struggling 
financially is support for Home-Schooling activities, such as ink, pens. 
 
Since the start of this third lockdown demand for our shopping and delivery services has 
increased. More younger people and families are now seeking help and mental health issues are 
increasing. WWH are making an increasing number of recommendations for talking therapy. WWH 
are also working with representative from Christians Against Poverty (CAP) and signpost help for 
debt counselling.   
 
WWH is open Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday from 10:00 am to 2:00 pm and phone lines are 
manned by volunteers for advice support and to book in next available deliveries, every day 
between 9:00am and 7:00pm.  
 
Financially, WWH relies on donations and grants. We have food for a few more months, but are 
always keen to receive more donations of money or food. On Fridays, food just past its sell by date 
from Marks and Spencer can be collected by anyone and is a well-used opportunity.  Co-op, Tesco, 
Budgens also now provide food donations and we are most grateful to them.  
 
We currently have 45 volunteers supporting people in the area, with about 15 core members 
working regularly to help people most in need. We need more volunteers. So, if you can devote 
some time to helping us meet the needs of the community in Dedworth, please ring the Hub help 
on 01753 342110. Thank you.  
Carole Da Costa 
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Provisional Timetable of Events: 1st February – 14th March 2021  
Date Time Title Medium Contact 

Every weekday 
 

10:00am Church open for private prayer In person Sue Morgan 

Sunday 7th February 10:45am YouTube Sunday Service YouTube Sue Morgan and John 
Sturgeon 

Sunday 7th February 10:45am Sunday school special service Zoom Michelle Sturgeon 

Sunday 7th February 6:30pm Youth Meeting 11-16-year-olds Zoom Michelle Sturgeon 

Monday 8th February 10:30am Coffee with Ruth Zoom Ruth Norris 

Monday 8th February 12:00pm Prayer Warriors Zoom Barbara Carter 

Wednesday 10th 
February  

7:30pm PCC Meeting  Zoom  Sue Morgan and Andrew 
Giles 

Sunday 14th February 10:45am YouTube Live Sunday Service 
Valentine’s Day 

YouTube Sue Morgan and John 
Sturgeon 

Sunday 14th February 6:30pm Youth Meeting 11–16-year-olds Zoom Michelle Sturgeon 

Monday 15th February 10:30am Coffee with Ruth Zoom Ruth Norris 

Monday 15th February 12:00pm Prayer Warriors Zoom Barbara Carter 

Monday 15th February 12:00am Closing date for vicar 
applications 

Online Paul Watkins and John 
Sturgeon 

Tuesday 16th February 7:30pm Bible Study  Zoom Sue Morgan 

Thursday 18th February 7:30pm Shortlisting of vicar candidates Zoom Paul Watkins and John 
Sturgeon 

Sunday 21st February 10:45am Sunday Service followed by Tea 
and Coffee 

Zoom Sue Morgan and Carolyn 
Carter 

Sunday 21st February 6:30pm Youth Meeting 11-16-year-olds Zoom Michelle Sturgeon 

Monday 22nd February 10:30am Coffee with Ruth Zoom Ruth Norris 

Monday 22nd February 12:00pm Prayer Warriors Zoom Barbara Carter 

Sunday 28th February 10:45am Sunday Service followed by Tea 
and Coffee 

Zoom Sue Morgan and Carolyn 
Carter 

Sunday 28th February  Youth Meeting 11-16-year-olds Zoom 6:30pm 

Monday 1st March 10:30am Coffee with Ruth Zoom Ruth Norris 

Monday 1st March 12:00pm Prayer Warriors Zoom Barbara Carter 

Tuesday 2nd March 7:30pm Bible Study  Zoom Sue Morgan 

Sunday 7th March 10:45am Sunday Service followed by Tea 
and Coffee 

Zoom Sue Morgan and Carolyn 
Carter 

Sunday 7th March 6:30pm Youth Meeting 11-16-year-olds Zoom Michelle Sturgeon 

Monday 8th March 10:30am Coffee with Ruth Zoom Ruth Norris 

Monday 8th March 12:00pm Prayer Warriors Zoom Barbara Carter 

Wednesday 10th March All Day “Open day” on Zoom for Vicar 
Candidates  

Zoom Paul Watkins and John 
Sturgeon 

Thursday 11th March All Day Interview day on Zoom for Vicar 
Candidates 

Zoom  

Sunday 14th March 10:45am Sunday Service followed by Tea 
and Coffee Mothering Sunday 

 Zoom Sue Morgan and Carolyn 
Carter 

Sunday 14th March 6:30pm Youth Meeting 11-16-year-olds Zoom Michelle Sturgeon 
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Useful Contact Details 

 

 

 

 

'Ordinary & Extraordinary' 

            Reading: John 1: 9-14 

Message from the 10:45am Zoom Service on 31st JAN 2021 by Carolyn Carter 
This reading from John's gospel is often read at Christmas and it is the reading for the second Sunday 

before Lent – but I thought I would have this reading today as it struck me that this reading and that story 

of Candlemas (2nd Feb) have quite a bit in common.  

Jesus came from the Father full of grace and truth into the world that was made through Him, but most did 

not recognise His coming. Some who were waiting on God DID - and on the day that Mary and Joseph took 

baby Jesus to the temple they had two encounters with people who were astounded to see the Him!  

Simeon and Anna had spent much of their lives in worship and prayer at the temple, waiting for God’s 

Name Telephone Email/Web site Address 

All Saints ‘Church 
Dedworth 

01753 841710 http://allsaintschurchdedworth.com 
 

Dedworth Rd SL4 4JW 

Sue Morgan 
Church Warden 

07752 479624 sue@fountainschoolofmusic.co.uk 
 

 

Ken Kilner 
Church Warden 

07739011503 Kenkilner55@gmail.com  

Andrew Giles 
Church Secretary 

07376 486023 j.andrewgiles58@gmail.com 
 

33 Harcourt Road, SL4 5LZ 

Barbara Carter 
Prayer Hub 

07932 636854 the.carters1@btinternet.com 
 

 

Carolyn Carter 
Children’s and Youth 
Ministry, Hub & more 

 carolynjcarter@yahoo.com 
 

 

Peter Norris 
Outgoing Treasurer and 
Deanery Synod 
representative 

01753869787 peternorris.windsor@btinternet.com 
 

 

Ruth Norris 
GAP; New Daylight 
Schools Leader 

01753869787 ruth_norris@yahoo.com 
 

 

John Sturgeon 
Webmaster,  
Streamed Sunday Service 
Internet Singing Group 

07714 339995 john@sturg.co.uk  

Michelle Sturgeon 
Family News 
Children and Youth 
Ministry 

07834 377312 tichymichy@yahoo.co.uk 
 

 

Michael Thomas 
Licensed Lay Minister 

07850 326583 m.a.thomas@btinternet.com  

Jacki Thomas 
Licensed Lay Minister 

07753 197923 Jacki.thomas@btinternet.com  

Paul Watkins 
Incoming treasurer 

07711 194560 pwatkinsuk@gmail.com  

Jackie Wiggins 
Safeguarding 

07952807107 jewiggins2@yahoo.com 
 

 

West Windsor Hub 01753 342110   

about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
about:blank
mailto:ruth_norris@yahoo.com
about:blank
about:blank
mailto:jewiggins2@yahoo.com
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promised Messiah – they were now pretty old. But on THIS day, they independently felt compelled by the 

Spirit to go over to this little family. And when they did, they saw Jesus and recognised Him as the promised 

salvation from God that they had prayed so long to see! They recognised the extraordinary in what looked 

very ordinary! 

We may feel very limited and life may seem very mundane at the moment - especially in lockdown! But 

let’s shift our attention away from the news and on to the Father’s purposes. Let’s actively look out for God 

amongst the ordinary everyday of our lives! As I mentioned a few weeks ago Jesus taught that His kingdom 

is like a seed – starting small, often unseen and in obscurity.  This shows us that smallness does not mean 

fruitlessness!  It is important we do not overlook the small things God is doing that might not look how we 

expect them to! If we pay attention, as Anna and Simeon did, and recognise God is at work in the small 

things, they will lead us to see the extraordinary things of God's Kingdom! 

No-one expected God to come in this ordinary way! As a baby to a teenage girl, arriving at the temple 

without fanfare, quietly, but these two faithful saints were listening each day to the Holy Spirit and saw 

what God was doing and celebrated His arrival! Many would have walked right past Him. They saw the 

ordinary and missed the extraordinary ONE who was right in front of them! Are we attentive to the Spirit? 

Even in this time where we feel the waiting is going on endlessly and it is easy to get jaded, as it must have 

felt for Anna or Simeon, are we expectant for God to show up?  

Last week, Jacki shared the first miracle of Jesus changing gallons of water into wine. He always transforms 

the ordinary into the extraordinary! Jesus performed this miracle when they had run out of options to do 

anything about the situation themselves. That is when God steps in, producing an outcome better than we 

could imagine! The wine He made was not ordinary, but the best they had ever tasted. The way this miracle 

happened looked, on the face of it, very ordinary.   

I love 'The Chosen's' dramatised version of this story onscreen.  The stress of the wine merchants is 

palpable as they have NO idea how to solve their problem and were at their wits end when Jesus stepped 

in! What He instructed to them to do - filling the jars up with water - sounded ridiculous – as if THAT would 

sort it out?!  This again shows us that the way God works often does not look the way we expect! He uses 

ordinary things to do the extraordinary. And that is what He will do with US too! 

Roman's 12 says (in The Message version) 'Take your everyday, ordinary life, your sleeping, eating, working, 

walking around life - and if you place it before God as an offering... you’ll be changed from the inside out!”  

We are to be transformed by the renewing of our minds – God's Spirit working in us, changes our thinking 

to be more like His! God does not need much to work with just a willing attentive heart. 

Are we willing, like the servants and wine merchants at the wedding, and like Simeon and Anna, to put 

aside our opinions and simply listen, recognise Him and obey what He says?  If we are, we might just see a 

miracle! 

As we make ourselves available to God each day – even in this strange time – when it might feel like our 

prayers are fruitless, just as it must have felt sometimes to Simeon and Anna, if we follow HIS Spirit and HIS 

ways rather than following social media, God promises to transform us from the Ordinary to the 

Extraordinary! From the natural to the supernatural.  We become children of God, born of His Spirit, so that 

we can bring heaven to earth and demonstrate His life-changing love to the world around us! 

At the Last Supper, Jesus took the ordinary regular things on the meal table and gave them new meaning.  

He showed through the simple bread and wine, the deep truth of what He was about to do, not only for the 

12 gathered there but for ALL. 

 


