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It hardly seems possible that it is about 14months since the lockdown started and we  

plunged into yet another interregnum! We recognize the toll this has taken on a lot of 

people in terms of physical and mental health, but we are also thankful that God has 

sustained us as a church community during this time. You don’t need me to remind you of 

all the various things that we set up during this time to support the church family, and the 

local people, and I should like to say a big thank you to all who have been involved in this. 

But I AM going to speak to you about what will come NEXT in the 6 weeks or so before our 

new vicar, Paul, moves into the vicarage with his lovely family. There are some things that 

we need to do. 

The 1st is to re-establish face to face links with everyone in our church family, so that we are 

comfortable about being back together again. The 2nd is to deepen the new links we have 

made during this time using technology and newsletters. The time is coming when we need 

to be prepared to listen to other people’s stories of how they have journeyed through these 

extraordinary times, and to share with them how God has blessed us, even throughout  

these many months of darkness.  

In order to provide a place where we can meet up and chat, we are hoping to re-open the 

church café  from early June, when the children go back to school after the coming 1 week 

holiday. Various community groups and activities are looking to resume their meetings 

around then, if possible. Morning and evening services will continue every day, as at 

present, and Youth activities are thriving.  

Of course, in all this we need to be ready to assume battle stations for the “submarine to 

dive under the water again” if there are more restrictions. And we need to recognize that 

there will probably be a legacy of caution and nervousness about interacting with others for 

some time to come, even in an unrestricted setting.  

One of the most striking things that have happened in the last year is the urgent call that 

has gone out to save our planet from the destruction caused by mankind’s greed and 

careless thoughtlessness. Young people are passionate about these things, and rightly so. As 

a church, we have agreed to take action, and you will begin to see changes both inside and 

out on your return. 

During this Covid period we have suffered a catastrophic drop in income, and this is  

something we really do have to address urgently. This is partly due to the fact that, 

unsurprisingly, we have received very little income from hiring out our rooms to community 

groups during the pandemic and, also, we have received very little money in the collection 

plate, even at the times when the church has been open. This is a serious matter  and has to 

be addressed urgently. So we have decided to raise awareness of this now, so that everyone 

knows. The amount needed to finance the things we have to pay for is £70,000, which 

sounds a formidable sum. But we have a generous heavenly Father, who blesses more 

abundantly than we dare to imagine, and Paul (our treasurer) and I are confident that this 

money will come in. We have dubbed the next month on the calendar “Generous June”, and 



I will be in church on weekday mornings to receive your offerings and pledges. It would be 

brilliant to get this money in before Rev. Paul arrives with his family in the middle of July. 

The Hub, which has done so well with supporting local families during the pandemic, will 

continue to function from All Saints, but will run from the porch area so that we can use the 

chapel again for church worship services. This will help us to get the Family Service back into 

church again, even if we are still required to do it with an element of social distancing. 

Finally, I’d just like to say a big thank you to everyone who has worked so hard to ensure 

that there is still a church to come back to in Dedworth as the pandemic comes, hopefully, 

towards a close.   

Praying for God’s blessing on us all.  

Sue Morgan. 

 


